World History: Renaissance
The ^ Fabulous Life of …
1450 - 1750

You have just been hired as a historian to research a famous monarch.  You are responsible for letting people know all the ins and outs about his or her life, how he or she ruled and why he or she was absolutely powerful.  

Due:_______________

Task: 
You need to research one of the following monarchs listed below.  You must explain the events, practices, policies, and views of that monarch that justifies describing him or her as an Absolute Monarch.

Europe:


Spain: 
       Ferdinand & Isabella, Charles V, & Philip II

France:      Henry IV & Louis XIV
England:   Elizabeth I, James I, Charles I, Charles II, James II, & William & Mary


Russia:      Peter the Great, Catherine the Great

Austria & Prussia:     Hapsburg family, Maria Theresa, & Frederick the Great

Africa:  

Choose one Kingdom – Kongo, Benin, Oyo, or Songhay

East Asia:


Ming China and Qing China



Kangxi, Qianlong


Tokugawa Japan



Tokugawa Ieyasu

West and Central Asia:

Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires



Sulieman the Magnificent



Abbas the Great

Akbar the Great


 








(OVER) 

You need to research basic bibliographical information and demonstrate, based on their ruling style, characteristics and/or accomplishments, whether or not this ruler was an absolute monarch.  Questions to consider (you do not need to address all of these, but include enough information to complete the assignment):

When were they born?  When did they rule?  What led to their rise and fall of power?  What were the major problems and accomplishments of their reign?

What powers did they have over the government, economy, religion, war, etc.?

What global connections did the empire have during the 15th – 18th centuries?  Consider all interactions with the west, trade goods, and empire building.  How did their empire expand?  What systems of labor and gender structure are found in your empire?

How did the monarchs live fabulously?  What role did they have in shaping the culture of their country?  How did they spend their money?  Did their country suffer as a result?

Were they true absolute monarchs controlling every aspect of their culture or did someone or something prevent them from achieving absolute rule?

How did they view the rights of their people?  Did they believe that the people can be trusted to govern?  Did they believe the people should be given more rights or that their own power should be limited?  Did they believe in supporting progress in science, religions, philosophy, or government in their country?  Did they seek to reform society and humanity?

You may write a paper, create a Power point or Prezi, or compile a multimedia product (including video clips from historical movies, etc.).  A paper must be 2 pages, double-spaced; while a different product should have enough content that it “stands on its own,” with approximately eight slides (or the equivalent).  Include a works cited with your product, using a minimum of 3 sources.

