Name_________________________
Arabian Nights Movie Guide

Background: Also known as 1,001 Nights, this collection of stories was compiled in Arabic during the Islamic Empire. These stories reflect the diverse traditions within the borders of the empire, although they primarily focus on Arabic stories and traditions. This movie interpretation of Arabian Nights depicts some of the stories as happening in other societies, such as China. 
The movie begins in Baghdad just after a traumatizing assassination attempt on Sultan Schahryar, in which his wife was a collaborator and died at his hands as a result. This experience makes the sultan paranoid and suspicious of all women, yet he still needs to marry to prevent his brother from gaining the throne.
Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves

Briefly summarize the plot of this story.

WHY does Scheherazade tell the sultan this story?  What moral/application does it have to their story?

BakBak the Court Jester

Briefly summarize this story.
WHY does Scheherazade tell the sultan this story?  What moral/application does it have to their story?

Aladdin

Briefly summarize this story.

WHY does Scheherazade tell the sultan this story?  What moral/application does it have to their story?

A Joke

Briefly summarize this story.

WHY does Scheherazade tell the sultan this story?  What connections does it have to their story?

Three Brothers and the Flying Carpet
Who are the three brothers?

Why are they sent on a quest?

What does the first brother find and what does it allow him to do?

What does the second brother find and what does it allow him to do?

What does the third brother find and what does it allow him to do?

Why are the brothers forced to work together with the items they have found?

WHY does Scheherazade tell the sultan this story?  What moral/application does it have to their story?

Conclusion: 

What solutions do the stories provide for Sultan Schahryar’s problems? Use specific examples.
