Humanities: Renaissance Cocktail Party
Assignment: You have been invited to a cocktail party with other influential Renaissance figures. You will choose one person to research.  You will be impersonating this person for the cocktail party, as well as creating a Facebook page showing this individual’s historical impact.  

Part I: Due Wednesday, April 8
Complete a 1-2 page write-up with research for each of the following areas pertaining to your Renaissance person.  You may do this in paragraph form or bullets with complete sentences:

1. Personality Characteristics—what are you like?

2. Training/schooling—what type of education did you receive?

3. Talents—what talents and skills do you have?

4. Famous Works/Accomplishments—what are you known for in history?

5. Famous Quotes—what did you say back in your day?

6. Interesting Facts—what fascinating facts about your person can you dig up?

7. Impact—what did you do to influence your time period and what impact did you have on history?

8. **Interactions—Were you impacted by any of the other Renaissance thinkers in your discussion group? How/why?

Helpful Websites: www.biography.com, encyclopedia websites *minimum 2 sources
Part II: Cocktail Party: Wednesday, April 8
1. You will mingle with other Renaissance individuals during the cocktail party.  Develop some questions in advance for your peers that will help you complete the Facebook portion of the assignment (note which other individuals will be in your discussion group).  The questions should be open-ended instead on one-word answers. Note: for simplicity’s sake, you can assume you might have known any of the other Renaissance individuals at the party. 
2. Optional: create a costume and/or bring props for your Renaissance figure.  These may be either literal or symbolic.

3. Make sure you take on the persona of the person you are imitating. Remember, for this activity to be fun and meaningful each person MUST remain in character for the entire cocktail party!

Part III: Facebook Page: Due Monday, April 13
1. Using the information you gathered about your individual as well as your contemporaries, develop a Facebook page, using the template on Mrs. Bloom’s website.  Demonstrate your knowledge of your individual’s impact on Renaissance society by developing fictional Facebook conversations, “defriending” individuals, forming and/or joining “groups,” etc.  Your Facebook page should be a minimum of two pages and should include a profile picture, etc. to look authentic.
2. Turn in your research notes (with sources included), cocktail party worksheet and Facebook page. 
RENAISSANCE COCKTAIL PARTY GUEST LIST
1. Galileo—Italian Scientist

2. Christopher Columbus—Italian Explorer

3. Francisco Pizarro—Spanish Explorer

4. Hernan Cortes—Spanish Explorer

5. Ferdinand Magellan—Portuguese Explorer

6. Raphael—Italian painter and architect

7. Francesco Petrarch—Italian scholar, poet, humanist

8. Hans Holbein—English Painter

9. Christopher Marlow—English Playwright

10. Michelangelo—Italian artist

11. Lorenzo Medici—Italian statesman

12. Sandro Botticelli—Italian artist

13. Leonardo da Vinci—Italian Renaissance man

14. Donatello—Italian artists

15. Giorgio Vasari—Italian Renaissance man

16. Dante Alighieri—Italian poet 

17. Boccaccio—Renaissance artist, humanist

18. Girolamo Cardano—Italian mathematician, scientist

19. Niccolo Machiavelli—Italian statesman, writer

20. Johannes Gutenberg—German inventor

21. Titian—Italian painter

22. Nicolas Copernicus—Polish Renaissance astronomer 
23. Andreas Versalius—Flemish scientists 

24. William Shakespeare—English playwright 

25. Miguel Cervantes—Spanish writer

26. Albrecht Durer—German painter
27. King Henry VIII – England

28. Queen Isabella I - Spain
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Cocktail Party Worksheet  

Your Name: _______________________________  
Your Renaissance persona: ___________________________________________________________

Before the party, brainstorm some questions/conversational topics you can introduce with some of the other Renaissance individuals.  Also, think about what your opinion on those topics would be.

Questions/conversational topics you plan to discuss: 

Your persona’s opinions: 
With whom do you share traits and interests in common?  Why?
With whom might you clash as you get to know these individuals more? Why?
Guest #1: _____________________________________ 

Responses/information gleaned:

Guest #2: ______________________________________

Responses/information gleaned:

Guest #3: ______________________________________
Responses/information gleaned:

Guest #4: ______________________________________
Responses/information gleaned:

Guest #5: ______________________________________
Responses/information gleaned:

Cocktail Party Discussion Protocol
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NO WRITING!!
Act 1

Introductions—2 minutes
· Mingle and introduce yourself

· Tell one interesting fact about yourself
Act 2

Renaissance conversations.  Questions and answers—12-15 minutes in your assigned groups
· Each person should ask their questions

· Formulate follow up questions based on the person’s answers

· Other Renaissance individuals in your group should take part, discussing their opinions and asking follow up questions. Create a dialogue!
Act 3 

Agrees/Disagrees—5 minutes

· With whom do you share traits and interests in common?  Why?
· With whom might you clash as you get to know these individuals more? Why?
Act 4

Impact/Legacy—5 minutes 
· Each person in your group should explain their legacy/impact on history.  

WRITING TIME:

Act 5

Writing and clarifying time—5-10 minutes 
· Write down all responses to the questions you wrote.
· Ask clarifying questions to help you recall how each Renaissance person in your group answered the questions you asked.
Act 6

Mingle!  Go visit other Renaissance people.  Get more food.  Have more Renaissance conversations. 
