AP World History: The Trial of Genghis Khan and the Mongol Empire
Genghis Khan (aka Chinggis Khan) founded the Mongol Empire, the largest contiguous land empire in world history. But were he and the members of the Mongol ruling family civilized promoters of culture and trade or brutal barbarians?  Now, you will decide this issue as Genghis Khan and the Mongol Empire go on trial.
Trial Date: ____________________________
The Indictment:  Genghis Khan and his descendants were uncivilized conquerors and rulers, guilty of crimes against humanity.

Roles

Attorneys (4) - (extra credit points are available)
Prosecution attorneys (2):  

· “Team captains” of the prosecution: you will try to convince jurors that Genghis Khan and his descendants are guilty by studying the evidence and organizing the case. Must write opening statement, closing arguments, direct examination questions for your witnesses and cross examination questions for opposition witnesses. *Don’t forget to write questions for Genghis Khan!
Defense attorneys (2):   

· “Team captains” of the defense: you will try to convince jurors that the evidence does not support the indictment by studying the evidence and organizing the case. Must write opening statement, closing arguments, direct examination questions for your witnesses and cross examination questions for opposition witnesses. *Don’t forget to write questions for Genghis Khan!
On the day of the trial, both teams must give copies of their opening statement and closing arguments to the judge (your teacher). You do not need to turn in your direct and cross-examination questions. Note that attorneys do not need to write a reflection essay after the trial.
Defendant (extra credit points are available, does not need to write a reflection essay)
Genghis Khan: D

· You will testify at the trial. You will research and write a 2.5-3 page speech on the following topic (due to Turnitin the two days before the trial):


“Genghis Khan and his descendants were civilized conquerors and rulers in the 

13th and 14th centuries.” Paper will use at least four sources (MLA format). You must include a clear, accurate description of your actions that relate to the charges and a persuasive defense of these actions. Your speech must demonstrate that you are knowledgeable enough to answer potential questions from the prosecution.
· You will compile notes on the court proceedings (due the day after the trial).

Jurors
· You will prepare a 1.5-2 page typed paper (MLA format, at least three sources) on one of the following two topics (due to Turnitin at the beginning of class on the day of the trial):

· Timur the Lame (Tamerlane):  Was He a Civilized Conqueror and Ruler?

· Alexander Nevskii and His Relationship With the Mongols
· You will listen to each side make its presentation of evidence and compile notes on the proceedings (due the day after the trial). 
· You will issue a verdict, with an explanation for how they reached this decision. Verdict should be based on which side made a more compelling case, supported by evidence, NOT whether the Mongols were guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
· You will write an individual reflection essay explaining the reasons for your own verdict, due the day after the trial (see below for more information).  
Witnesses (12) 
· You will share via Google Classroom a typed, single-spaced, approximately 1 full page biography, which can be in bullet-point format (at least two sources), due Friday, November 9. This document should clearly identify your character’s background, your connection to the Mongols and how you view the Mongols – think of it as your “eye-witness testimony.”  If you are not a specific individual, you can make up details that fit the historical facts from your research. You must include relevant negative aspects about your biography too!
· You will testify at the trial.

· You will compile notes on the court proceedings as well as a reflection essay, due the day after the trial (see below for more information).
Prosecution Roles




Defense Roles
1. Samarkand merchant 


7. Mongol warrior
2. Historian Ibn al-Athir


8. Mongol woman
3. Pope Innocent IV



9. Historian Juvaini
4. Mstislav III of Kiev


10. Marco Polo
5. Mustasim, caliph of Baghdad

11. Silk Road merchant
6. Chinese Confucian scholar-gentry
12. Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, Persia
NOTE:  E-mail your teacher before class if you know you will be absent on the day of the trial.  If absence occurs, expect to be assigned a paper related to your role in the trial or to take the witness stand upon your return.
Reflection Essay: Witnesses and Jurors
Due the day after the trial, the reflection essay must be approximately one page long (hand-written, single-spaced).  

1. The first half of the essay will address this question:

Which two witnesses in your view presented the most convincing evidence?  Discuss specific reasons for your opinion.

2. The second half of the essay will address this question:

In your own opinion (as a twenty-first century student), were Genghis Khan and his descendants uncivilized conquerors and rulers in the 13th and 14th centuries? Discuss specific reasons for your opinion.
Highly Recommended Resources (for all students)

· Textbook: chapter 14 and/or abbreviated reading/reading guide provided on Google Classroom
· Links provided on Google Classroom
· Crash Course World History, episode #17: “Wait for it…the Mongols” 
Trial Procedures

1. The judge reads the indictment (charges).  The defendant enters his plea (not guilty).

2. Opening statements by prosecution and defense attorneys (each side: 1-2 minutes long; purpose: outlines the main points that your side expects to prove)

3. Defendant reads his speech.

4. Prosecution calls up and questions 8 witnesses (including defendant Genghis Khan). 
a. Prosecution has up to 3 minutes of direct examination.
b. Defense has up to 2 minutes of cross-examination.
c. Redirect (follow-up) questions allowed by prosecution, then re-cross questions allowed by defense for up to 1 minute each.

5. Defense calls up and questions 7 witnesses. 
a. Defense has up to 3 minutes of direct examination.

b. Prosecution has up to 2 minutes of cross-examination.
c. Redirect (follow-up) questions allowed by defense, then re-cross questions allowed by prosecution for up to 1 minute each.

6. Closing arguments by prosecution and defense attorneys (each side: 1-2 minutes, summarizes the evidence supporting your side, last attempt to persuade the jury to favor your side)

7. Jury deliberation and verdict.

Expectations
Attorneys

1. Work closely with your partner and divide the workload fairly.
2. Work with all witnesses on your team in preparing questions and to coordinate testimony.
 Witnesses

1. Work closely with your attorneys.  Be available for necessary conferences with teammates prior to the trial.
2. When on the witness stand, make sure you are audible. Answer questions accurately and directly. 

Grade
The Trial of Genghis Khan counts as a 40-point grade.  Points earned are based on the following:

· the quality of the research paper/biography/written verdict (13 points);

· performance of the role in the trial (11 points);

· the quality of the daily written journal (8 points); and

· the quality of the reflection essay (8 points).
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