WORLD HUMANITIES SYLLABUS, 2017-2018
(Language Arts 11 World Studies, World History Studies)
Language Arts: Mrs. Graham, Room G314, amy.graham@jeffco.k12.co.us 

Social Studies: Mrs. Bloom, Room E308, alayna.bloom@jeffco.k12.co.us
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World Humanities provides a unique opportunity to develop connections across two interrelated content areas.  The language arts and social studies curriculums will be closely aligned so that you will acquire a strong foundational knowledge, including the development of your writing and analytical skills, while expanding your understanding of the intellectual and historical developments of world civilizations. 

The course is designed to examine the growth of global ideas from our very beginnings in myth through the more modern concepts of Existentialism and focuses on historical themes that include analysis of patterns of development across regions and the impact of geography on the course of history.  

In this course, it is assumed that historical documents are just as much texts as are poems, plays or novels, and thus are subject to interpretation as works of narrative, and rhetoric, and, fundamentally, of language. Equally, it is assumed that poems, plays and novels represent historically grounded ways of interpreting a culture.
History

Required Materials

· notebook/binder 
· folders for storing handouts

· writing utensils

· Polymer eraser

· book cover for history textbook

· set of 12 colored pencils

English

Required materials

· minimum 3 notebooks—literary journal, SAT vocabulary, writer’s notebook

· writing utensils

· set of highlighters (blue, green, pink, yellow are required)

· flash drive 

· independent book of choice

Textbooks: 
Kinsella, Kate. et al. Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes. Upper Saddle River: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2004.

Ellis, Elisabeth. World History. Boston: Pearson, 2016. 

Other texts and excerpts will be provided in class and via the course websites.

Grading
Late work will be docked 10% and is accepted at the discretion of the instructor.  Daily work that is not completed in class will not be accepted.  Note-checks are due on the assigned due dates, and students will therefore receive either full credit or zero credit for these assignments (without an opportunity to make up these points).  The grading scale will follow school policy.  
Essays
All essays should follow MLA guidelines.  We will give you specific criteria for individual essay assignments and we’ll use a scoring rubric (translated into a 100 point scale).   You will turn in significant portions of your process work including outlines, rough drafts and the like, and these components will partly comprise your writing grade.  Feel free to see Mrs. Graham outside of class to talk about your writing.  If you are willing to work to become a better writer, she is more than happy to work with you.  One-on-one discussions about specific essays are the most effective way to make progress. 
We will not mark every error in punctuation, spelling, typing and grammar.  You are expected to observe conventions of standard English.  Care and precision with regard to mechanics are important and comprise a large part of your grade for any given language arts writing assignment.  You will be expected to submit all your formal essays to turnitin.com, and you will need an active email address.

Make-up work
The district policy dictates that you have two days to complete assignments after an excused absence.  Let's be very clear about this.  You have two days to complete assignments made during your absence.  Assignments made prior to your absence are due on their original due date.  In other words, if you are ill or otherwise unable to attend class on the day an essay is due, for example, if that essay has been assigned for more than a week, your essay is due on the due date even if you are not in class.  
When you are absent, check the websites as your first resource for up-to-date information on what was missed, then you may email us for further information.  Hard copies of the documents will also be available in the classrooms.  
Expectations

Behavior

· Show respect for yourself, your classmates, your teachers, the classroom and the cultures and people you study.

· Be in the classroom when the starting bell rings.

· Do not “check out” of class until the final bell rings.

Academic

· Arrive prepared with necessary materials.

· Check the board and/or website each day for the daily agenda and for assignment updates.

· Monitor grades as they are posted and take responsibility for any item needing attention.
· Help yourself to any work missed due to absence.  

· Complete work individually, unless the assignment indicates otherwise.

Plagiarism and Cheating

Plagiarism is the representation of someone else's work as your own.  Cheating on daily homework and quizzes will result in a grade of zero.  Cheating entails copying other students’ work as well as allowing students to copy your work. These grades may NOT be made up. EVERY INCIDENT of dishonesty will be referred to administration and school policy will adhere.

             First Offense


         Second Offense


        Third Offense
	Warning, no credit on assignment, parent phone call, documentation in discipline file
	Detention, no credit on assignment, parent phone call, documentation in discipline file
	1 day OSS, no credit on assignment, parent phone call, documentation in discipline file


Contact information
Our goal is to help you be successful in this class.  Mrs. Bloom is available third period and Mrs. Graham is available second period.  Self-advocacy is an important life skill, and we encourage you to be proactive in discussing any concerns you have with us. The best way to reach us outside of class is via email at alayna.bloom@jeffco.k12.co.us and amy.graham@jeffco.k12.co.us. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
World Humanities Contract



Due: Monday, August 21, 2017, to Mrs. Bloom
I, ________________________________________________, understand and agree to abide by the policies, expectations and requirements in the world humanities syllabus.

Student signature:______________________________________________ Date: _____________

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I do not have any questions about the policies and expectations outlined in this syllabus.

Parent/Guardian signature: ___________________________________ Date: ____________

We will be showing Matrix to explore parallels between Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave” and this film.  If you approve of your child viewing this film, which is rated “R,” please sign below. If you prefer that your child not view this film, an alternative assignment will be given. 

Parent Signature:________________________________________________  Date:_______________
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