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Islam: Empire of Faith

The Messenger

1. What fraction of the world today is Muslim? 

2. When was Muhammad born? Where?  

3. What three resources created constant tension among Bedouin tribes? 

4. What is a “Ka’ba”? Why was it significant? 

5. What occupation did Muhammad adopt?

6. What personal traits did Muhammad exhibit when he resolved the dispute over replacing the black stone in the Ka’ba?

7. What was the message Muhammad was told to share with the other tribes? Why was it significant? 

8. What does “Muslim” mean? 

9. Why don’t Muslims like sculpture or images of God?  What are the only circumstances in which Muhammad should be portrayed? 

(Over)
10. Why did tribal leaders in Mecca initially feel threatened by Islam?
11. What event became year one in the Muslim calendar? 

12. What is meant by “People of the Book?”

13. How were conquered Meccans treated by Muhammad?

14. What was the significance of destroying the idols in the Ka’ba?

The Awakening

15. Describe how the hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, encouraged cultural diffusion. 

16. What Muslim city was as significant as ancient Rome and Athens? 

17. What are some of the scientific and technological contributions of early Muslims that have been adopted by our civilization? 

