Legacy of Rome

Read the entire passage first, and then answer the questions using your own paper.

Part A

Language

Currently, more then fifty percent of the words in our language are Latin origin. English is not the only modern language influenced by the ancient language of Latin. It is the foundation for he French, Spanish, and Italian languages and many of its words have been incorporated into other languages.

As a language, Latin possessed qualities of clarity and order that made it suitable not only for literature, but as a vehicle for the structured phrasing and discipline which were requisites for the formal language of church and government documents.

The discipline of the language may account for the fact that the usually practical and often unimaginative Romans developed the form of literature we call satire. The purpose of satire is to poke fun at a person or event. The target of satire in the later years of the empire was Roman society, and the writer Juvenal developed the genre to a high degree with his merciless criticism of Rome as decadent and depraved. Satire needs precise words and phrasing to make it strike home effectively.

Latin as a language is no longer spoken, but it endures now, as it has for centuries, through the writings of roman historians and poets. Virgil’s the Aeneid, an epic poem about the founding of Rome by refugees from Greek destroyed Troy, effectively blends myth and fact.  It became a standard handbook for every student in the empire. Today it is appreciated by scholars for its literary excellence and grandeur of scope.  Much of what we know of early Rome, especially its military expeditions, has been learned by reading the historians Tacitus, Sallust, Julius Caesar, and others. These three, especially, created works which were written with keen observation, attention to detail, and often, with personal style and flair.

1. What percentage of English words is of Latin Origin? What other three languages have been greatly influenced by Latin?

2. What qualities does the language possess? What was the language particularly suited for?

3. What form of precise literature did the Romans invent? Who was its greatest practitioner and how did he depict Rome in his literary pieces?

4. What great Poetic work was used by all students throughout the empire? Who wrote it?

5. What three men were famous historians?

Part B


Law 



Like the language of the Romans, Roman law also had a profound influence. Because it expanded with the empire to govern all with equal justice, Roman law helped the government rule different cultures and a variety of separate communities. Based upon tolerance and rationality, the law of the Romans reflected their genius for abstracting general principles from experience.

The first code of law for Rome was called the Twelve Tables and was written about 450 B.C. As the empire grew the law expanded, was rewritten to reflect the newer customs and the Stoic teachings, and took on a note of clarity and universality that would set a standard for the empire, its subjects, and the world of the future.


Magistrates, called praetors, were permitted flexibility in interpreting the law according to the situation of the case, rather than being bound by the rigid pronouncement for all cases. Because such interpretations were models used by other praetors, they became established legal precedents.

As Rome continued to dominate greater portions of the world and law cases grew in number, skilled lawyers would aid and advise, and they began to specialize in interpretation, especially in cases arising among non-citizens of Rome. This was the beginning of modern equity law and the concept was incorporated into the Roman legal system. As a result, Roman law was based on precedent, but made flexible by a sense of equity and influenced by the humanitarianism of the Stoic philosophy.

Re-codification of the law began in the sixth century A.D. with the Justinian code, sectioned in four parts; imperial edicts, greatest decisions of lawyers manuals of legal principles for the schools, and finally, a series of new laws added by Justinian. The four parts were named, in order, the Code, the Digest, The Institutes, and the Novels, the Digest, formed over the greatest number of years, was the most lasting and became the basis for law in successive centuries.

1. What was the goal of Roman law? What was it based upon?

2. What was the first Roman law code? What philosophy heavily influenced it? What aspects did it possess which set the standard for the Roman Empire and the future?

3. Who interpreted the laws? Their interpretations became what for succeeding cases and generations?

4. What group of specialists developed as law cases grew in number? What concept was incorporated into the legal system, even applying to non-citizens? Roman law thus became based on what? This, in turn, was made flexible by what two aspects?

5. What was the name of the famous Code written in the sixth century A.D.? What were its four parts and the names of these parts? Which section was the longest lasting in influence?

