Humanities: Monty Python and the Holy Grail—A comedic view of the Middle Ages
Directions: You will be assigned one concept to research, analyzing the accuracy of its portrayal in the movie.  Your product must cover:

· An explanation of the concept being shown in the movie, including how the concept shaped the Middles Ages (impact of it on the people who lived at this time)
· The accuracies and inaccuracies as portrayed in the movie.  Be thorough, directly addressing relevant movie scenes and/or concepts.
· Include sources used for this information (find at least three).  Your textbook is a good source for many of these topics.
· If you write a paper, it will be due on the first day of presentations and must be at least two pages.  If you create a Power point, it must have at least 10 slides; you will present your findings to the class.
Due: ___________________________ 

Scene 1 – King Arthur riding a ‘horse’ and announcing his presence.

Scene 7 – French castle and flying cows
Scene 10 – Sir Lancelot

Scene 22 – The Killer Bunny and the Holy Hand Grenade
Concept – New technology and ideas of the Middle Ages (stirrups, castles, weapons)

Scene 2 – “Bring out your dead!!”
Concept – Black Death/plague, sanitation, death and burial

Scene 3 – Workers in the field digging: “We’re an autonomous collective!”
Concept – Organization of manors & feudalism (including obligations of peasants to king and nobles), changes in farming methods, peasant & worker revolts

Scene 4 – Black Knight
Scenes 15 & 16 – Sir Lancelot & the rescue of Prince Herbert
Concept – Knights, fighting methods and weapons, squires, chivalry!!

Scene 5 – Monks and self-infliction of pain

Concept – Monks and monasteries, importance of religion, rise of the Church

Scene 6 – “She’s a witch…burn her!!!”

Concept – Inquisition and Middle Age ‘justice’, jury system, witches, etc.

Scenes 9 &10 – French Castle: “Your mother was a hamster and your father smelt of elderberries.”

Concept – British and French monarchies and their clashes, Hundred Year’s War, 1337-1453












(OVER)
Scene 12 – Castle Anthrax & Sir Galahad
Scenes 15 & 16 – Prince Herbert’s wedding
Concept – Women in the Middle Ages, courtship and marriage, marriage alliances & property
Scene 20 – Tim the Enchanter
Concept – Magic in the Middle Ages

Concepts throughout movie:

· Legend of King Arthur and Camelot

· Pilgrimages, sacred relics and the legend of the Holy Grail
