Psychology





 Name__________________________
A Class Divided (Blue Eyes/Brown Eyes)
Instructions: Answer the following questions in a couple of phrases per question.
1. What scene(s) do you think you’ll remember a year from now?

2. What did the children’s body language indicate about the impact of discrimination?
3. Did any part of the film surprise you? Why or why not?
4. How did the positive and negative labels placed on a group become “self- fulfilling prophecies?” For example, explain how these students performed better on a phonics task when they were in the group labeled “superior” versus when those same students were in the group designated as “inferior.”
5. *What was the main lesson of this classroom experiment?

6. Should this exercise be done with children? Does the “end justify the means”?
(OVER)
7. Why didn’t the prison employees in the “inferior” group object to obeying Elliot’s instructions?
8. Why, in your opinion, didn’t members of the designated minority groups defend each other as they were being verbally abused?
9. Could this experiment work with other “isms” like ageism, sexism, etc.? Explain.
10. After reflecting on what you’ve seen in this film, who do you feel is responsible for the existence and elimination of racism in our society? The school? Parents? Religious leaders? The government? The media? The legal system? The individual?
Consider (written answer not required): Edmund Burke said “The only thing necessary for the [perpetuation of evil] is for good people to do nothing.” Are you doing nothing?

