ADVANCED PLACEMENT WORLD HISTORY

SYLLABUS, 2018-2019
Mrs. Bloom, Room E308

email: abloom@jeffco.k12.co.us
for sharing Google Docs: abloom@jeffcoschools.us 

AP World History is a rigorous yearlong course exploring the global human experience from the Paleolithic era to the present, focusing on the past 1,400 years. Students will gain a greater understanding of the world around them, including how current events have been shaped by historical developments. Students will take the AP World History examination on Thursday, May 16, 2019, with the possibility of achieving college credit. 

This course focuses on five overarching themes:

1. interaction between humans and the environment 

2. development and interaction of cultures 

3. state building, expansion and conflict

4. creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems

5. development and transformation of social structures
These themes will become familiar to you in the form of SPICE graphic organizers.

In addition to learning historical content, this course will place a strong emphasis on the following practices and skills:

· disciplinary practices
· analyzing historical evidence: primary and secondary sources

· argument development

· reasoning skills

· contextualization

· comparison

· causation

· continuity and change over time

Course Materials 

Text: Stearns, Peter, et. al. World Civilizations: The Global Experience (either the 6th AP edition: ISBN 0131360205 or 9780131360204 or the 7th AP edition:  ISBN 0133447707 or 9780133447705). Note that the reading guides will be off by one chapter if you have the 7th edition.
Supplementary Text:  I highly recommend AP World History Crash Course by Jay P. Harmon as a review guide.
Additional Materials: You will need pens, #2 pencils, a polymer eraser, a set of 12 colored pencils, a notebook or binder for taking notes and for other class activities, and a place to keep readings and other handouts.  Use an organizational system that works for you; keep in mind that you will be allowed to use notes on some types of assessments.  
Course Timeline and Content
· Unit 1: Ancient Era: Technological and Environmental Transformations, to c. 600 BCE (1.5 weeks)
· Unit 2: The Classical Era: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies, c. 600 BCE - c. 600 CE (5 weeks) 
· Unit 3: The Postclassical Era: Regional and Interregional Interactions, c. 600– c. 1450 (9 weeks)
· Unit 4: The Early Modern Era: Global Interactions, c. 1450- c. 1750 (7 weeks)
· Unit 5: The Industrial Age: Industrialization and Global Integration, c. 1750- c. 1900 (5 weeks)
· Unit 6: Contemporary Era: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments, c. 1900-Present (4 weeks)
Students should pay close attention to the AP College Board concept outline, or AP Key Concepts, which will be provided at the start of each historical period studied.  This framework will help students focus on the concepts required both within the course and for the AP College Board exam.

Procedures
Warm-ups: Each class period will begin with a warm-up posted on the board.  Work on these either individually or with a partner, as they will help you prepare for the day’s lesson, review previously covered material and/or make connections either across topics or to contemporary events. These may appear in some format on assessments.  
Google Classroom/website: Google Classroom is updated daily with the agenda, due dates and digital copies of relevant documents. The course website also has all documents used in class, as well as interesting links and supplementary materials. 
Chapter Reading Guides: Reading guides for each chapter will be posted in Google Classroom.  I do not collect these for points, but completing them is one of the most important ways to be successful in this class.

Assignments
In general, typed work that gets turned in should follow MLA guidelines. Late work will be docked 10% per day.  

Absences
Attendance is very important to your success in this course, due to its rigorous scope and pace. Make-up work will be accordingly difficult. Write “Absent” on the top of homework turned in upon your return from an excused absence so that your grade will not be penalized. Grades on late assignments due to unexcused absences will be penalized according to school policy. Projects are due upon return to class, unless arrangements are made in advance. You are expected to make up assessments within a timely manner; otherwise, the assessment will be treated as late work, and points will be deducted from your score.  
Hall Policy

Sign out on the whiteboard by the door when you need to leave the classroom. You have the right to use the bathroom, etc. at your discretion unless this policy becomes abused.

Behavior Expectations

· Show respect for yourself, your classmates, your teacher, the classroom and the cultures and people you study.
· Keep your cell phone in your backpack during class.
· Be in the classroom when the starting bell rings.
· Do not “check out” of class until the final bell rings.

Academic Expectations

· Arrive prepared with necessary materials, and work on your warm-up when class begins.

· Check the board/Google Classroom each day for the daily agenda and for assignment updates.

· Advocate for yourself as necessary.
· Help yourself to any work missed due to absence.  

· Create original work and complete work individually, unless the assignment indicates otherwise.

Plagiarism and Cheating

Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work as your own. Cheating includes copying other students’ work as well as allowing students to copy your work. These grades may NOT be made up. If you turn in work – words and/or ideas – from another source (or allow another student to use your work as his/her own), you will receive a grade of zero for the assignment in question. Every incident of dishonesty will be referred to administration, and school policy will adhere.

My goal is to help you be successful in this class. I am available first and third periods, as well as during access and advisement. The best way to reach me outside of the school day is via email.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AP World History Contract




         Due: Tuesday, August 21, 2018
I, ________________________________________________, understand and agree to abide by the policies, expectations and requirements in this syllabus.

Student signature:____________________________________________ Date: ____________
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I do not have any questions about the policies and expectations outlined in this syllabus.

Parent/Guardian signature: ___________________________________ Date: ____________
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