Clash of Empires

Aztecs, Incas, Spanish

Age of Exploration

The turn of the 16th century is an interesting time to examine three empires whose pending interactions will result in the demise of two and the glory of one.  The Aztecs of Mexico built a thriving civilization from 1325 C.E. under the leadership of an emperor with absolute power, who was treated as a god.  By 1500 C.E., the Inca of the Andes Mountains controlled a territory from Ecuador to Chile.  Meanwhile, the Spanish, under the leadership of Charles I (Holy Roman Emperor: Charles V) set out during the Age of Exploration to discover new lands.  

You will discover what society was like in each of these three empires by taking on the roles of various people who lived during these times.  After conducting research focusing on your role in society (use chapters 11 and 19 in your textbook and the internet), you will create and perform a skit to dramatize the scenario when Cortes/Pizarro arrived on your land.  You will have some time today to research your role and will have time on our block day to put together your play.  Performances will take place on Friday.

Directions: 

1. The class will be divided into three groups:  The Aztecs, The Incas, and the Spanish.  For each, you are to choose one character to assume the role of for the assignment:

                 AZTECS                                        INCA                                     SPANISH
         Montezuma II                                Atahualpa                                    Charles I

                 Priest                                             Priest                                   Inquisitor General

          Military leader                             Royal family member              Soldier of conquistador

             Merchant                                         Mamakuna                           Hernando Cortes   

              Artisan                                    Ayllus: Clan Head                    Francesco Pizarro

              Soldier                                              Soldier                           Jewish Industrialist

              Farmer                                     Engineer of Roads                       Catholic Priest

               Slave                                           Yamacuna 
              Isabella of Portugal

   Engineer of Chinampas                              Farmer                                    Merchant  

2. Research:  Conduct research into your character.  Answer the following questions (10 points)

Your Name: _________________________________________                     

Character: __________________________________________

1. What is your role in society?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. To whom do you answer/show loyalty?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does a typical day entail?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What were you doing on the eve of conquest?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    5.  What is your reaction/interpretation of the clash of empires?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Write a play in which each of your characters is represented.  The scenario should clearly demonstrate that learning took place.  This will be evident by the participation of your character in the play and inclusion of concepts from your chapter.  Each character should have an interactive role in the scenario you create.  The time period of your play should be on the eve of conflict.  What is going on in your empire prior to the arrival of the conquistadors?  Once they arrive, will you welcome the Spanish?  How will you greet them?  The play should last approximately 5-7 minutes.  Your group will need to hand in one script. (10 points)
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