APWH: Ancient Era
Code of Hammurabi: What insights do we get into Mesopotamian culture from the following excerpts?
The Administration of Justice
3. If in a lawsuit a man gives damning evidence, and his word that he has spoken is not justified, then, if the suit be a capital one, that man shall be slain…
Marriage and the Family
129. If the wife of a man is found lying with another male, they shall be bound and thrown into the water. If the husband lets his wife live, then the king shall let his servant live.
134. If a man has been taken prisoner, and there is no food in his house, and his wife enters the house of another, then that woman bears no blame.
136. If a man has abandoned his city, and absconded, and after that his wife has entered the house of another, if that man comes back and claims his wife, because he had fled and deserted his city, the wife of the deserter shall not return to her husband.
Personal Injury
195. If a son has struck his father, his hands shall be cut off.
196. If a man has destroyed the eye of another free man, his own eye shall be destroyed.
198. If he has destroyed the eye of a peasant, or broken a bone of a peasant, he shall pay one mina of silver.
199. If he has destroyed the eye of a man’s slave, or broken a bone of a man’s slave, he shall pay half his value.
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