Position: Coffeehouses are Dangerous

excerpt from The Character of a Coffee-House, 1673 (England)

A coffee-house is a…Rote [i.e. club room], that, like Noah’s art, received animals of every sort, from the precise diminutive band, to the hectoring cravat and cuffs in folio…it is the rendezvous of idle pamphlets, and persons more idly employed to read them; a high court of justice, where every little fellow in a camlet cloak takes upon him to transpose affairs both in church and state, to show reasons against parliament, and condemn the decrees of general councils.

Pamphlet: A Character of Coffee and Coffee-Houses (London, 1661).
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