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The Columbian Exchange: Old World Meets New, and Neither Will Ever Be the Same
One of the most dramatic changes in world history arrived as the Europeans “discovered” the Americas. It is known as the Columbian Exchange or the Great Exchange.  Here we will focus mainly on the flora and fauna; keep in mind that the Columbian Exchange also includes ideas/technology, germs, and the slave trade. This exchange will have a profound impact on environments, demographics, economies, culture and politics. 

Work with a partner and use your knowledge or make an educated guess as to where each plant or animal originated. What flora and fauna of the Old World (Afro-Eurasia) will arrive and transform the Americas, and vice versa?  
Part I:

Instructions: In the space provided, write O.W. if plant or animal is indigenous to the Old World or Am. if the plant or animal has its origins in the Americas.
____ Potatoes                        ____ Common peppers                     ____ Chocolate

____ Horses                          ____ Chickens                                   ____ Pigs & Sheep

____ Coffee                          ____ Tobacco                                    ____ Wheat

____ Sweet potato
          ____ Sugar Cane                               ____ Cows/Cattle

____ Corn                             ____ Tomatoes                                  ____ Peanuts

____ Bananas                       ____ Manioc (aka cassava/ yucca)  


     (OVER)
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Part II: How did the Columbian Exchange impact other regions/countries/continents? 

Either alone or with a partner, you will be assigned to one of the products from the list.  

Research and type up a summary, approximately 1 ½ pages (double-spaced), describing how this product transformed its new home in the Old World or in the Americas.  Touch on its impact in the early modern era, but include significant impacts going forward in history too (including present-day).  Include relevant environmental, economic, demographic, social and political impacts. Include a minimum of two sources. Some students will present their findings in class; all students will turn in their summaries.





Due: _____________

Examples: Potato goes to Ireland--- Impact?

                  Bananas arrive in Honduras --- Impact?
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