Americas and Renaissance partner review:

1. Why did the Aztecs believe human sacrifice was necessary?

2. In what ways did Aztecs’ lack of domesticated animals impact their society?
3. What were chinampas? Why were they necessary in the Aztec culture?
4. Name the capitals of both the Aztec and Inca empires.

5. For what engineering feats are the Aztecs and Incas remembered?

6. What was the purpose of pyramid-shaped buildings in American empires?

7. Describe the Aztec political system.

8. What roles did Aztec priests serve? 

9. Who were sacrifice victims in Aztec society?

10. What were the primary crops grown by the Aztecs?

11. What subjects/skills did schools teach?

12. Who defeated the Aztecs? Who was the Aztec leader at the time?

13. What were the two primary causes of Aztec death after defeat by the Spanish? What percentage of the population was affected?

14. List the uses of chocolate in the Americas in the early modern era.

15. Describe the geographical location of the Inca empire.

16. Describe the cult of ancestors and split inheritance and how this influenced the Incan interaction with its neighbors.

17. Between the Aztecs and Incas, which emphasized human sacrifice more?

18. Explain the significance of the Incas’ road system.

19. In what ways did the Incan government play a larger role in people’s lives than the Aztec government?

20. What was mita?

21. What domesticated animal was available to the Incas? In what ways did this animal benefit the Incas, and how was its use limited compared to other domesticated animals?

22. Which individual led the defeat the Incas? What country did these conquistadors represent? What factors allowed them to defeat this well-established civilization?

23. Incas, Aztecs or both: sun god? polytheistic? writing system? emperor as divine ruler? known for medical advances? practiced intensive agriculture? built aqueducts? remembered for extensive stonework? defeated by the Spanish?

24. What does “Renaissance” mean?

25. What era in Western Europe did the Renaissance follow?

26. Define humanism.

27. True or false: during the Renaissance, Europeans rejected their classical roots.

28. Where in Europe did the Renaissance begin?

29. True or False: the Renaissance was characterized by an increasing interest in church matters and less focus on individual potential and achievements.

30. True or False: the first book printed by Gutenberg’s printing press was the dictionary.

31. In what ways did the printing press affect European society during the Renaissance?

32. True or False: before the Renaissance, people gathered knowledge by studying classical thinkers, whereas during and after the Renaissance, people began relying on the Bible to learn about the world around them.

33. Explain some of the reasons why individuals generally didn’t question or challenge the church before Martin Luther’s time.

34. What are “works” as it is used in religion?

35. What are indulgences?

36. What is simony?

37. What is excommunication?

38. What did Martin Luther do for a living?

39. Explain how Martin Luther’s views differed from the Catholic church’s at that time.

40. What was the Protestant Reformation? What was the main weapon used by the reformers?

41. What are two things was Luther referring when he said, “Printing was God’s highest act of grace?”

42. Name 3 church sects that are part of the Protestant branch of Christianity.

43. What was the Catholic Reformation?

44. In what fundamental ways did artwork change from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance?

45. Who designed the dome of Florence’s Duomo, and what building was its inspiration?

46. What was the purpose of Cervante’s portrayal of Don Quixote?

47. What was the Scientific Revolution, and how did it change European society?

48. What motives drove Europeans to explore during the Renaissance?

49. Identify what each of the following European explorers accomplished: Bartolomeu Dias, Vasco de Gama, Ferdinand Magellan, Christopher Columbus

50. List the different uses of spices discussed in class.

51. In which two places in the Indian Ocean were spices primarily concentrated?

52. What navigational tools allowed European explorers to travel further distances?

53. Which European country was the first to successfully send merchants to India via a water route?

54. Why did Columbus sail west from Europe to the Americas?

55. What was the Columbian exchange? Where did each of the following originate: potatoes? coffee? bananas? tomatoes? wheat? cattle? peanuts?

56. What is a Chinese “junk”?

57. What drove early Chinese expeditions? Who led the expeditions? Why did they stop?

58. What is mercantilism, and how did it affect colonies?

